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- Let's hear from a teacher in the community "Working with the community is not easy as there are many
challenges and obstacles. I have even been called pretend
teacher'."
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- Editor’s message Kopivosian!

Makitaak IS BACK!
Greetings from all of us at editorial and welcome to the first edition
of Makitaak of 2015! We are so happy that Makitaak is finally
published after its long hiatus and with a new facelift too!
This first edition represents a starting point for us to tell stories of
the indigenous community in Sabah from their very own
perspective, as well as understanding the issues that they face.
Here, you will also be able to get information, reports, as well as
activities done within the community and PACOS as a whole!
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Happy reading!

-Editorial Team 2015-

Makitaak is a publication by PACOS Trust. The word 'Makitaak' was derived from the local dialect of the indigenous
community in Paitan, in the district of Ulu Kinabatangan and means ‘to share in a community’ whether food, work load or
ideas. The traditional motif used in the logo belongs to Murut, the indigenous community. The motif, called ‘Nantuapan’ or
the meeting, shows four people, two men and two women, drinking the tapai (traditional drink) from the same flask. This
represents the spirit of ‘Makitaak’.

CERITA KITA….

Writer : Sudin, Kg. Sungai Eloi, Pitas
PR : Monongkud Tinungkusan (G5)
Image Source : Sintiah Samanding

Stories from the Native People
The native community of Kampung Sungai Eloi
practices their ancestors’ way of life – the traditional
life. Not only do they still farm and hunt like their
ancestors, but they also depend highly on lakes for
fishes and snails (especially around swampy areas) to
provide for their families. In fact, they are free and
happy to practice their traditional way of life as there
are no disturbances or restrictions to forbid them to do
so.
However in 1980, all this changed when the Sabah
Forest Development Authority (SAFODA) arrived in
Pitas. Although SAFODA’s initial entry to Pitas from Kg.
Bongkol posed no threat to the lives of native people
there, the native lands within Pitas were slowly
gazetted by them; one of the reasons for the gazette
was for the plantation of acacia trees.

SAFODA collecting acacia trees near to the river
oppositve Kg. Sungai Eloi.

When the planting of acacia trees commenced in 1991,
especially in areas surrounding the Eloi river, it marked
the beginning of change in the structure and way of
life of the native communities there. Restrictions were
implemented by SAFODA which limited the expansion
of agricultural lands for the native people. Before they
knew it, even the native people – the real owners of the
land – were not permitted to enter the areas that are
now reserved for acacia plantation only.
This posed grave problem for the community there
because farming was the only way of life and source of
income that they engage in and it has thus, been very
important for their survival.

Boats are still regarded as the community’s
main mean of transporation. Many of the
trees in the swamp area are still wellmaintained.

2

CERITA KITA….
To enter the village, SAFODA approachd the village leaders and enticed
them with promises so that SAFODA’s personal projects will be
successful. SAFODA pledged to the leaders that only grassy areas or
areas with poor soil would be used to plant acacia trees. However, it
was clear that they broke their promise because their plantation was
extended to farm lands belonging to the villagers as well.
Unfortunately, the community in the village were not aware of their
rights, neither did they fully understand the situation. Hence, they
chose to accept this situation. However, there were also those within
the community who were strongly against this and refused to allow the
plantation on their lands. Unsurprisingly, their roars of disagreement
fall to deaf ears as SAFODA managed to gain the support of village
leaders; one of them was the village’s very own leader at that time.

"Fighting for your rights is not easy.
When we are forced to face a problem
like this, we face many pressures that
may confuse and pevent our spirits
from fighting for what is right.” –
Mastupang Somoi

The limited farming areas thus resulted in poor agriculture crops for the
village and the reduction of farmers within the community. Hunting
areas were also affected by the acacia plantation as many animals
began to decline in numbers. Rivers and lakes have
also been polluted due to the the cutting of trees
which were then left to rot in the river. This thus
resulted in rivers being shallow and filled with dead
trees. The rise in the cost of living have also resulted
in many villagers migrating to the city or
neighbouring disricts for work.
In conclusion, there was basically no way out for the
community. Even the village leaders had to abide by
SAFODA’s rules as they said that the acacia tree
plantation was a government project which the
community should therefore, respect and abide by
it. Their actions have cost the community their
livelihood.
To be continued...

Today, the opening of a mega lake
in Eloi lake for shrimp cultivation
has destroyed the ecology of the
mangrove which historically, have
been cared for by the community.
The mangrove is also one of the
many source of livelihood of the
community.
3

On December 4th 2014, the villagers of
Kg. Rumantai Ranau, under the K’D’Vato
People’s Organization, inspected the
water catchment area for their gravity
pipes. Approximately 30 people
including few government officers
made the inspection. The inspection
resulted to the gazettement of 100
acres exclusively for water catchment
purposes which gained the full support
of PPHT, Resource Department and
Health
Department.
The
water
catchment in their village was regarded
as a great model not only in their village
but for the whole of Ranau district.
(Image source: Wilson Kulong)

Wilson Kulong (third from right) accompanied by a few
villages, makes an inspection at the water catchment area.

On February 4th 2015, villagers from Kg. Sayap, Kota Belud, attended a dialogue session with invited guests from
Sabah Parks. The dialogue, which took place in the Palace Hotel, Kota Kinabalu, was not only the villagers’ first
meeting with authorities, but it was also regarded a major stepping stone for them to discuss and find a solution
on various NCR issues that they face in their village. Among the issues was the inclusion of the villager’s native
lands as part of Sabah Park gazetted land.

Agricultural areas for organic vegetables are mainly run by the women from the indigenous community of Kg. Sayap, Kota Belud.
However, when a big portion of this land was gazetted to be part of Sabah Parks, the villagers could only carry out their agricultural
activities on very limited land and therefore, found it extremely difficult to continue their efforts to raise the socio-economy status of their
community. (Image source: Tingkun Penimbol)
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Mr. Randi points out the polluted Moyog river resulting
from the hill cutting upstream.

An update on the hill cutting upstream of Moyog
river in Penampang
After complaints filed and protests made by the communities who live along the Moyog river, they have found that the
company in charge of the hill-cutting does not have an Environmental Impact Assessment clearance and therefore should not
be given authorization to carry on with their activities. As a result of their actions, the once thriving eco-tourism and tagal
system (indigenous river management and conservation) operated along the Moyog river has now been affected by the
polluted river. The pollution was due to the mud and trees left to die from the hill cutting. This has also affected tourism in the
area. A dialogue session was carried out between the villagers and authorities regarding these issues. Through this dialogue,
there was a sense of awareness within the community regarding the importance of conserving the forest and water along
Moyog river. With their newfound knowledge and information regarding the hill cutting, the community became more
empowered and thus, worked hard towards getting more support from outsiders so that the hill cutting operation can be
stopped for the time being. (Image source: PACOS' Media Unit)

A development against the Indigenous
People’s aspiration
The implementation of the Issue of 5 Communal
Grants for native lands in the rural areas has
dismayed the communities affected. The
communal grants, which include the Pongolobon
Communal Grant, Sook Plan, Mandalom Forest
Reserve, Sapulut 4 and Saliku Sumatalun and Trus
Madi have resulted in rejection and protest by the
indigenous communities there as these go
against the concept and aspiration of the
indigenous people. The communities involved in
these
grants
include
those
from
Kg.
Angkawangan and Kipaliu Baru, Sook.
The communities thus took collective action to
create a protocol and mapping of land-use zones.
This collective action serves as proof that
communities play an active role in land-use
management in their villages in accordance with
the native way of life. They then presented the
map and protocol to ADO, the head of district as
well as the Department of Land and Survey
through cooperation with PANTAS, Keningau
branch. The communities have also taken the
initiative to document the importance of land,
forest and river resources in order to create
awareness for the government officials and
public. (Image source: Nasiri Sabiah)
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Resource Management Program:
Study and Visit to Padang, Kg. Simancuang, West Sumatra, Indonesia.
From January 25th to 30th, the Resource Management Program team
in PACOS made a visit to Padang, West Sumatra in Indonesia together
with seven other individuals who represented their own zones.
This visit was intended to build community capacity in overcoming
and adapting to the climate change that has, to some extent,
changed the lifestyle of the Indigenous People in Sabah.
As a result of the visit, the participants were able to share their
learning experience and knowledge with the community in
Simancuang, Indonesia. The community and participants exchanged
knowledge on how to organize resources sustainably using the
traditional method and engaging in socio-economic development
based on non-timber products in Indonesia.
The participants enjoyed the beautiful views of Kg.
Simancuang including the thick rainforest and paddy fields
and also visited a number of infrastructures built by the
community there, including the micro-hydro and bio-gas
systems. They also had the opportunity to see the
community’s socio-economic products including rattan
baskets.

A farmer in the Simancuang community admiring her harvest.

The protection of the forest belonging to the Simancuang community is
a result of cooperation between the villagers, the authorities and NGO
(Komunitas Konservasi Indonesia WARIS).

Participants were also shown how the Simancuang
community practice REDD - Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and Forest Degradation. The community
achieves this by measuring carbon levels and bio-gas
collection.
Participants hoped that the knowledge that they gained
during this visit could be implemented in their districts in
order to improve the socio-economic status of their community as well as strengthen the protection of their native lands.

Image Source : Mastupang Somoi
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Land Rights Program: Native Land Case
Darinsuk Case: February 10th marks the 87th day and
13th year of the trial on the natival land rights (NCR) claims
by the seven villages in the Tongod district. During this
trial, the plaintiff’s 12th witness presented his testimony to
the court. The trial took place from the 10th to 12th
February and will resume from 23rd March to 2nd April.

(Image source : PACOS Unit Media)
(Image source : PACOS Media Unit)

Tanjung Labian Case: On 13th February, a really important
native land claim case saw victory in the Kota Kinabalu High
Court. The High Court declared that the 650 acres of land in
Tanjung Labian in Tungku, Lahad Datu, which was granted to
the Federal Land Development Authority (FELDA), was not
issued in accordance with the constitution and therefore was
deemed invalid and null. The Judicial Commissioner, Datuk
Douglas Primus, stated in his ruling that payment in damages
is to be carried out by FELDA to the residents who were also
applicants for the 650-acre land.

Education Program – Community Learning Centre

(Image source : Regia Ansieng)

30th January – The new Tinungkusan Community Learning
Centre (CLC) was recently completed thanks to the hard work and
cooperation between the community, PACOS Trust and Camp
Borneo. The opening ceremony was attended by the community
from Kg. Tinangol Kudat, director of PACOS Trust, Madam Anne
Lasimbang, as well as representatives from Camp Borneo. The
CLC building was officiated by the director of Camp Borneo, Mr.
Rory Hall.

Outreach Program – Tiku Community
Learning Centre (CLC)
14 February – The CLC building is still undergoing
construction in Kg. Tiku, Penampang. Approximately
15 volunteers from Raleigh International are currently
working together with the local community there.

(Image source : Philip Chin)
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Writer : Norizah Stephen, Kg. Imusan Tongod
My name is Norizah Stephen and I am from
Kg. Imusan in the district of Tongod. I work as
a teacher in the CLC in my village. I have
known PACOS since 2010 and participated in
teacher training in the Mengkawagu
Community Kindergarten and Suausindak
Kindergarten in 2011. I then started working
full time in the CLC kindergarten in my village
in 2012.
I have chosen this career path because I felt a sense of awareness and responsibility within
myself to do so, upon seeing the many issues that my village as well as the district of
Tongod currently faces. Issues such as land seizures in my village have become extremely
serious and damaging for us. This is due to certain parties who took advantage of the lack of knowledge and education in my community.
I understand that working with the community is not an easy task as there are many challenges and obstacles that one faces. I have even been
called a ‘pretend teacher’ and this was very heart breaking for me. Even so, I always try to
think positively despite the negative views as I know that deep down, I am doing good by
helping the children in my village, as well as the community, to read. By educating and
guiding them, this enables them to know and identify letters and numbers, and slowly but
surely, they can now read.
Besides teaching my students according to the standard curriculum set by the Ministry of
Education, I have also included traditional knowledge among their subjects. In order to
incorporate this knowledge in the subjects, I always seek advice from the parents as well as
elders who are experts in it. Personally, I feel that traditional knowledge is very important
and should be learned from childhood so that they grow up feeling proud of their identity
as an indigenous person and apply this knowledge in their daily lives while coexisting with
the modern technological advances of today.
Working with the community requires teachers to sacrifice their time, energy and
inner strength. Many have made fun and look down on my efforts and struggles
as a teacher, but I choose to ignore them. One big achievement and satisfaction
that I had was seeing how the community in my village was able to read as a
result of my efforts. This proves that not all that we do can be judged on the
money we get. I believe that every achievement should start from the heart.
I feel very lucky to be given an opportunity to learn under the guidance of
PACOS Trust. I also feel proud that I have chosen to work with my own
community and work together with those who are fighting for their rights,
especially for the right to education for Indigenous People.
My hope is that I can continue my fight and bring my community out of their
shell by being teaching them to be confident and thankful for all that we have. I
dream that all the CLCs in Sabah will develop and grow as well as give birth to a
new generation of indigenous people with their own identity and vision for
themselves and their community. Finally, it is my hope that the government
would recognize CLC as
an official pre-school in
this country.
-END-
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6 – 8 April

Commonwealth Foundation: Training in Documentation and Media, Lomunu

13 -18 April

ECCD Training in Seka, Penan, Sarawak

20 – 24 April

SRI Training in Kg. Tamabtuon for Kinabalu Zone

23 -28 April

Work support for Community Development Training in Rural Zone

8 – 12 May

Suara Community Filmmaking 2 Workshop, Semporna

9 May

Kamataan & Mini Bazaar PBS Zone, PR Tataba Tumoku

11 – 16 May

CLC Inspection and Traditional Knowledge Workshop in Eastern Zone

18 – 29 May

Darinsuk Case, Trial in KK High Court

29 May

PACOS/Suausindak Kaamatan

30 – 31 May

Kaamatan Celebrations

3 – 5 June

Joint Tactic Session (JTS)

8 – 16 June

CO9 Visit to Chiang Mai Thailand and KL

12, 19, 22 & 29 June CLC Inspection and Traditional Knowledge Workshop in PBS Zone
(Kipouvo, Kibunut, Togudon, Terian)

OBITUARY	
  
Our condolences to the family of our dear
friend and colleague, Chairperson of the
Alab Lanas People’s Organization, Mr.
Rumanib Vitalis Amil, who left us on 16th
March, 2015. He is well-respected in the
district of Sook and had fought to protect
the native lands of his ancestors and
community until the very end. We hope that
his fighting spirit will forever be with us.
May God bless him.

Mr.	
  Rumanib@Vitalis	
  Amil	
  (1960	
  –	
  2015)	
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PACOS Trust is a community-based organization dedicated to
supporting indigenous communities in Sabah. Although registered
under the Trustees Ordinance (Sabah) only in 1997, PACOS has
been actively involved with communities since 1987 as a difference
legal entity. PACOS is an acronym for “Partners of Community
Organization in Sabah”.
PACOS Trust currently gives continuous support to People’s
Organizations (PR) in 17 rural locations of 23 districts within Sabah.
Each PR has its own committee and implements plans within its
area and programs itself. PACOS Trust gives as well as develops
knowledge and leadership skills to the PR’s through advice,
trainings and necessary exposure.

PACOS Trust has 3 main aims which are :
•
•
•

Making sure the indigenous community own their own
native lands (NCR) and have rights to use their resources
Strengthen the Indigenous knowledge in managing
resources
Strengthen positive values, culture, language and belief
system of the Indigenous People

PACOS Trust hopes for a peaceful and
united community of Indigenous
Peoples, with knowledge and
expertise in managing resources as
well as opportunities to support a
comfortable life for themselves.

You may visit our website or read our
Makitaak newsletter (in full color) at
www.pacostrust.com

PACOS Trust

Don’t forget to click “like”
on
PACOS Trust

Email : info@pacostrust.com
Tel : +6088-712518
Fax : +6088-718669

Taman Flash Gordon, P.O.Box 511, Kg. Kivatu,
KM18 Jalan Tambunan, 89507 Penampang,
Sabah, Malaysia

Interested to write about stories on Indigenous People?
Please send your stories to our email :
crockerange@gmail.com or info@pacostrust.com
or send us a Whatsapp +6016-9974589
to know more about contributing your articles to Makitaak!

