
Strengthening the Resilience of Indigenous Peoples' Natural 
Resource Stewardship Systems  

In Sabah, Malaysia, a 3-year initiative is currently being undertaken to increase the resilience of Indigenous peoples’ customary institutions and 
natural resource stewardship systems through constructive engagement with decision-making processes. This project is part of the global 
Community Conservation Resilience Initiative. It started in 2014 with an initial seed grant from Global Forest Coalition and is currently being funded 
by the Commonwealth Foundation. The project involves documentation of customary institutions and natural resource stewardships systems, 
strengthening of local and international networks, and engagement with policy- and decision-makers to improve implementation of supportive laws 
and to promote legal and institutional reform. This project involves 5 communities from different parts of Sabah, each facing different issues: the 
Sungai Tombonuo ethnic group from Sungai Eloi, Dusun ethnic group from Terian and Kiau, Murut Tahol from Alutok Ulu Tomani, and Dusun Rumanau 
ethnic group from Mangkawagu.  
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Kg. Terian (Community Watershed Protocol) 
 
In Terian, on the boundary of the Crocker Range Park, the community is focusing on 
management of their watersheds through sustainable use of the area. They have 
developed a community protocol based on the knowledge of their elders to zone out their 
territory based on the land use. They are in the process of documenting their resources and 
mapping their area.  
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Sg. Eloi Community (Momokan) 
 
The project mainly focuses on conservation, specifically restoration and sustainable use of 
community mangrove areas by the Sungai Tombonuo people of Sg Eloi.  Among the 
rationale for conserving the area is for livelihood needs as the area supply food (especially 
bivalves and fish), medicines and fuelwood (kayu bakau). 
Management and control of the mangroves lie in the hands of the community.  The 
identification of the conservation area is based on customary use and its management is 
based on the adat (traditional practices).   

Kg. Alutok (Tavol) 
 
The Murut community of Kg. Alutok, practices an community 
protocol called Tavol. The system prohibits certain natural 
resources in an area such as wild animals, trees, river from being 
taken. Tavol usually happens before a large occasion such as 
ansakoi (wedding) to allow the resources to be sufficient during 
the occasion.   Community members adheres to the tavol and 
those who break this agreement are socially shunned by the 
community or fined in the form of livestock.  
 

Kg. Mangkawagu (Honey Bee harvesting Protocol) 
 
The Dusun Rumanau community of Mangkawagu are one of the few communities that 
maintain knowledge on wild honey harvesting in Sabah. Besides harvesting the honey 
sustainably, the surrounding community forest area is also protected by the community. 
But because the community forest area has been included within the Mangkawagu 
Commercial Forest Reserve, there are tensions between the community and the Sabah 
Forestry Department (SFD) due to difference agroforestry plans whereby the SFD is 
encouraging rubber cultivation while the community would like to maintain their forest. 
However by documenting this traditional activity, they would get formal agreement by 
the SFD as this would mean a mutual conservation of the forest area. 

Kg. Kiau (Mamatang & Boros Puru) 
 
The activity in Kiau focuses on revitalising the use of Dusun forest terms or boros puru by bringing 
it to life in the Kiau community forest conservation area.  The conservation area is a 1024-acre 
forest area set aside by the community as a heritage.  An elder, who is well-versed in the area, 
spend his time documenting terms that are specially used when walking in the forest and 
teaching young and elders who wishes to learn.   
By learning the language of the forest, the Kiau community leaders hope that community 
members  will learn to appreciate the forest and would commit to conserve it for the future 
generation. 
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